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Who We Are

 State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) (federal)

 AK Office of History and Archaeology (OHA) (state)

 http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/index.htm



National Programmatic 
Agreement 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/oilspill/
nationalpa.pdf

State Programmatic 
Agreement 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/oilspil
l/akimplementationguidelines.pdf

Oil Spill Programmatic Agreements 



The SHPO/OHA Role in Spill Response

 Provide guidance on Historic Properties to Unified 
Command as member of Resources Group.
• Advise on avoiding or minimizing spill cleanup impact to 

Historic Properties.
• Providing information from a statewide database on Historic 

Properties, the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey



Alaska Historic Resources Survey
(AHRS) Database

 Database of all known Historic Properties in state 
(>44,000 sites)

 Available online with user agreement
 Has map and site data components
 Constantly being updated
 Reflects known sites
 No data if no previous surveys in region



The SHPO/OHA Role in Spill Response

 Provide guidance on Historic Properties to Unified 
Command as member of Resources Group.
• Advise on avoiding or minimizing spill cleanup impact to 

Historic Properties.
• Providing information from a statewide database on Historic 

Properties, the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey
• Coordinate with the Historic Properties Specialists.



Cultural Resource Personnel Activated on an 
Actual Spill:

 FOSC Historic Properties Specialist
 RP’s Historic Properties Specialist and crew
 SHPO representatives



SHPO and Historic Properties Specialists 
coordinate on:



SHPO and Historic Properties Specialists 
coordinate on:

 AHRS Information



SHPO and Historic Properties Specialists 
coordinate on:

 AHRS Information
 Unified Command Historic Properties Signatory 

Sheet



Unified Command 
Historic Properties 
Signatory Sheet 
for specific spill
(State Programmatic 
Agreement, p. 19)

Form  acknowledges  
participants will be 
informed on and comply 
with cultural resource  laws 
and regulations



SHPO and Historic Properties Specialists 
coordinate on:

 AHRS Information
 Unified Command Historic Properties Signatory 

Sheet
 State Archaeological Survey Permit if shoreline 

survey takes place.



SHPO and Historic Properties Specialists 
coordinate on:

 AHRS Information
 Unified Command Historic Properties Signatory 

Sheet
 State Archaeological Survey Permit if shoreline 

survey takes place.
 Providing Historic Properties training to spill 

response personnel.



SHPO/OHA  

 Co-chair (with DOI) the 
ARRT’s Cultural Resource 
Committee 

 Unified and Subarea 
Plans, Geographic 
Response Strategies 
(GRS’s), Places of Refuge 
and C-plans



Cultural Resource Protection Priorities

1. The effects of the cleanup operation on 
archaeological sites.



Underwater sites



Intertidal sites



Archaeological sites
McArthur Passage: oiled beach, saturated water table



The effects of cleanup on archaeological sites



The effects of workers on archaeological sites



The effects of equipment and other activities on 
archaeological sites



The effects of boom anchors on archaeological 
sites



Cultural Resource Protection Priorities

1. The effects of the cleanup operation on 
archaeological sites.

2. Early activation of Historic Properties Specialist



Cultural Resource Protection Priorities

1. The effects of the cleanup operation on 
archaeological sites.

2. Early activation of Historic Properties Specialist

3. Training for potential Historic Properties 
Specialists.



Contact 
information:

Richard VanderHoek, Ph.D.
State Archaeologist 
State of Alaska/DNR/DPOR
Office of History and Archaeology
550 W. 7th Ave. Suite 1310
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3565
(907) 269-8728 
richard.vanderhoek@alaska.gov

mailto:richard.vanderhoek@alaska.gov
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